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Iﬁ a first, FSSAI releases a

compendium on millet standards

e
Meenakshi Verma Ambwani
New Delhi

The Food Safety and Stand-
ards of India (FSSAI) re-
leased. a compendium on
millet standards on Sat-
urday at the Global Millet
(Sri Anna) Conference.

Recently, the food safety
authority notified for the
first time a comprehensive
set of group standards for
15 millet varieties as well as
for millet products. These
norms will come into effect
from September.

This includes standards
for pearl millet flour, jowar
flour, ragi flour and mixed
millet flour.

VALUE REALISATION

In his address at the Global
Millet Conference, Rajesh
Bhushan, Secretary, Minis-
ter for Health and Family
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The compendium will ensure
the quality of millet and millet
products in the country

promote millets in a sci-
entific way is to set regulat-
ory standards. FSSAI has for
the first time set a compre-
hensive group of standards
for all 15 varieties of millets
that we produce in our
country. This will ensure
the quality of millet and
millet products in the
country.”

B Angamuthu, APEDA

Chairman, said: “This will
help us in getting better
value realisation and brand
building.”

FSSAT officials said since
there are many millets that
are native to India, stand-
ards for them have been set
for the first time.

“Africa has standards for
some millets, while Codex
has standards only for
sorghum and bajra. So many
millets are native crops of
India. For instance, ragi
does not have standards in
the US.

“India has for the first
time published a compre-
hensive group of standards
for millets,” a senior official
at FSSAI said.

The compendium also ex-
plains the general benefits
of millets, how much millet
can one consume per day,
and how to include them in
our diets, among other
information.

‘Drip fertigation’
steps hike yield
under Tarikere
project: Netafim

Our Bureau
Bengaluru

Farmers using ‘drip fertiga-
tion’ under the Tarikere Drip
Irrigation Project Phase II in

i uru, Karnataka,
have witnessed enhanced pro-
ductivityand fertiliser use effi-
ciencies, Netafim India said on
Thursday. /

‘Drip fertigation’ techno-
logyuses plastic tubing to drip
water and fertiliser & the base
of plants in a regulated way.
The technology led to signific-
antly enhanced productivity
of 90 per cent, fertiliser use ef-
ficiency by 30-40 per cent, and
considerably decreased crop
evapotranspiration by 9-10
per cent, compared to tradi-
tional irrigation by furrow or
flood, and fertilisation by
broadcasting, Netafim saidina
statement.

INCREASING YIELD
The judicious use of fertiliser




