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Meghalaya Food Safety Dept. conducts raids to regulate street vendors in Shillong

By Hub Network February 10, 2025

Shillong, Feb 10: The Meghalaya Commissionerate of Food Safety Department has been conducting
inspections in urban areas across the city of Shillong to regulate street vendors and ensure food safety
compliance.

On Tuesday, Assistant Food Commissioner B.B.S. Mukhim directed officials to collect data on market
vendors, including their names and business details, for further review.

Speaking to the media, Mukhim emphasized the importance of ensuring public safety and proper
street vendor management in urban areas. She stated that the government aims to protect the
livelihood of market vendors while maintaining organized and safe street sales.

The initiative is part of the implementation of the Meghalaya Street Vendors (Protection of Livelihood
and Regulation of Street Vending) Act, 2014, which seeks to balance vendor rights with public safety
and urban management. Mukhim explained that the provisions of the Act need to be properly
structured into rules and regulations to be effectively enforced.

She further highlighted that the 2019 guidelines under the Act require immediate enforcement to
regulate and protect street vendors while ensuring that public spaces are free from hazards and
congestion.

The Food Safety Department has urged all vendors to comply with the registration process, as
inspections will continue to ensure adherence to the law.
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DC Srinagar in action mode over FSSAI regulations for Eateries

02/10/2025 J and K
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SRINAGAR, FEBRUARY 09: Following the directions of Deputy Commissioner Srinagar Dr Bilal Mohi-Ud-Din
Bhat, a team of Food Safety/ Drug and Food Control Organisation conducted an intensive inspection drive
at Jehangir Chowk and Hari Singh High Street and other adjoining markets here today.

The drive was led by Assistant Commissioner Food Safety Srinagar, Yamin ul Nabi to inspect roadside
eateries and Kashmiri snack stalls.

The primary objective of the inspection was to ensure compliance with the Food Safety and Standards Act,
particularly in terms of sanitary and hygienic conditions.

The team inspected various food stalls and vendors, checking for adherence to proper food handling,
storage, and preparation practices.

During the inspection, roadside vendors were educated on the importance of maintaining hygiene and
sanitary standards. They were also instructed to take measures to protect prepared food from




environmental hazards and pests. Failure to comply with these regulations would result in the cessation of
their operations under the FSS Act.

Furthermore, food business operators involved in the preparation of ready-to-eat food were directed to
undergo pest control measures at their premises.

They were also advised against setting up temporary stalls near or over drains, as this could lead to
contamination and other health risks. Non-compliance with these directives would invite action under
relevant rules and regulations.

The inspection drive is part of the ongoing efforts by the Drug and Food Control Organisation to ensure
food safety and quality in Srinagar. The organisation is committed to protecting public health and
promoting a culture of food safety awareness among food business operators.
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Follow food safety norms or face action: BMC warns vendors in Khandagiri fair

The food safety officer said despite repeated caution, some vendors are using food colours that are harmful
for health.

s

Office of the Bhubaneswar Municipal Corporation (BMC)File Photo

BHUBANESWAR: The Bhubaneswar Municipal Corporation (BMC) on Saturday warned vendors at the
ongoing Khandagiri Mela to follow food safety guidelines or face penal action.

Food safety officer Satyajit Patel said the civic body has destroyed nearly 1.2 quintal of stale and adulterated
food following checks over the last three days.

“Around Rs 3,500 in fine has been collected, while vendors have been warned of strict action and seizure of
licence in the event of breach of safety and hygiene norms,” Patel said.

The food safety officer said despite repeated caution, some vendors are using food colours that are harmful
for health. “Such food items are being destroyed. However, appropriate action will be taken against the
vendors if they fail to stop the practice,” he said.

Patel said a food safety team on Saturday visited around 40 food stalls along Khandagiri road and inspected
the food quality and hygiene standards. Around 20 kg food not meeting standards was destroyed.

The officer said the mobile food safety laboratory and BMC enforcement teams have been deployed to check
guality of food served by the vendors to customers in the nine-day fair that commenced on February 4.
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Hyderabad: Two restaurants at Rajendranagar caught for food safety violations

At The Fort, food safety inspection teams discovered a severe cockroach infestation, extremely unhygienic
refrigerator conditions, and large quantities of stored boiled vegetables without proper labeling.

Hyderabad: Multiple violations under Food Safety and Standards Act, 2006, were detected at two noted
restaurants The Fort and Delish by Homes Kitchen, both at Rajendranagar, by the inspecting teams
of Commissioner of Food Safety, Hyderabad.

At The Fort, the food safety inspecting teams reported severe cockroach infestation in the premises, very
unhygienic condition of refrigerators and identified stored boiled vegetables in large quantities without any
labels.

The exhaust fans were found to be greasy and dripping oil, utensils were not cleaned properly and the kitchen
floor was found to be wet and with improper drainage. The mandatory pest control records were not
available and food waste was not being removed on a regular basis.

At Delish, during inspections, the food safety inspecting teams detected several unlabelled raw materials left
in the kitchen, food waste was not removed at regular intervals, exhaust fans were found to be greasy and
dripping oil and medical fitness certificates of food handlers and pest control records were not available.



https://telanganatoday.com/tag/food-safety
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POSHAN Abhiyaan, FSSAIl's Eat Right School educating children on healthy choices: Experts
IANS| 10 Feb 2025 1:51 PM IST

New Delhi: Amid concerns about unhealthy food habits and the consequent rise in diseases like diabetes and
hypertension in India, public health experts on Monday said that the government’s POSHAN Abhiyaan and
FSSAl's Eat Right School initiative is educating children about the importance of balanced diets and
sustainable eating practices. Increasing consumption of ultra-processed foods (UPF) -- rich in sugar, salt, and
unsaturated fats and nutrient deficient has become a major health concern in India.

According to the recently released Economic Survey 2024-25, it is leading to multiple chronic conditions and
even mental health issues in India.

The experts stressed that parents, schools, and the community play a larger role in educating children about
healthy eating. This will not only help build a generation with better health but also reduce economic burden
and increase productivity.

“India’s POSHAN Abhiyaan provides a structured approach on the role school, parents and communities can
play, to help children develop healthy practices," Dr. Anuja Agarwala, former nutritionist at AIIMS, New Delhi,
and currently the Vice President of Indian Diabetic Association.

“Programmes like FSSAI's Eat Right School initiative teach students the importance of balanced diets and
sustainable eating practices through interactive sessions and activities. The programme also encourages
parental and school collaboration to instil healthy eating habits through interactive workshops and
resources,” she added.

Launched in March 2018, POSHAN Abhiyan (Prime Minister's Overarching Scheme For Holistic
Nourishment) is the government’s flagship initiative which focuses on advancing nutritional outcomes for
children under six years, adolescent girls, pregnant women, and lactating mothers holistically. Eat Right
School was launched by FSSAI to create awareness about food safety, nutrition, and hygiene among school
children and through them among the community at large.

Agarwala called parent-school collaboration the key to sustaining nutrition education. This can include
involving parents in food education by organising nutrition awareness workshops and cooking
demonstrations.

"These initiatives encourage parents to engage actively with teachers and school nutritionists, discussing
their child’s dietary preferences and habits. Through collaboration, schools and parents in India can work
together to ensure that children not only receive nutritious school meals but also develop healthy eating




practices at home, creating a consistent approach to nutrition education that supports children’s growth and
well-being,” the expert said.

Parents, as primary role models, can also instil good habits by promoting hygiene, teaching children to wash
their hands before meals, avoiding food wastage, and maintaining cleanliness.

“When parents, schools, and the community collaborate, children not only learn about the importance of
healthy eating but also adopt hygienic practices, develop values of inclusivity, and appreciate the significance
of nutritious meals,” Agarwala said.

Dr. Jamuna Prakash, food consultant and former Professor, at the Department of Food Science and Nutrition,
University of Mysore stressed the need to integrate nutrition in the school curriculum.

“Nutrition should be an integral part of the school curriculum as it equips children with essential
knowledge to make informed food choices. It also promotes lifelong health and prevents issues like
malnutrition, obesity, and micronutrient deficiencies,” Prakash told IANS.
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Jalore News: &€ gferg ¥ 981 ars ol 3o & gU Fmadr 3R el & a=lrer 1 therdy
W PHRATS B T 625 Uhe & iR Uh MUA3U drea Sted fhar. g8 A # IR IRITAT @l
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W Tad Adg Ied & AT F @l ey gdg R & agea # gfow aaF 9 b W
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Milk §eT &1 AT H ToT T AT Febell qY ATl BT IRGYHT, FlS F TG ¢ I SAodar el

By : 3J87d MAT | Edited By: Ankul | Updated at : 07 Feb 2025 09:48 PM (IST)

Synthetic Milk in Bulandshahr: RTTaR @ W& RpIT & arg Sl &1 $3 A9 fAHer & 8a a
HRATS B U FAhell GU BT SIERT A fHAT E. 58 Aol F Uh eFfh &l TREAR foham
e.

Bulandshahr News Today: 1S & HATH & olleld # fHATICER SaET fSigall @l @A H 31 T T
fAeacERt WX geigeey # 2 AW fasmer F a9 drars H ¥ 58 AHS A B AN F 9T
f3rceh dolaed deX &1 Mg A Ahell gU T & IRW Y BN YAl A gV Alh § a1 AET
A el gU TG foRa .
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W7 fHeh Helald Hel i 313 7 FAehell U T Pl INWYYT Tl T AT, 3 AlAS H FolgAT
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HR 31gh fANT AR J a1 6 &H ST PR WG il A RAfesd o © & 3R I’y
TSl &Y T¢ ©. STHd Feholl GU T I AMATATRIAT T oPIA AT ST Heb. Seqid adrm b
sH ATHS H NMAR 313 8 sriars & Srwa.
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Intensive Food Safety Inspection Drive Conducted in Srinagar

by Observer News Service February 8, 2025

Srinagar- A team of food safety officials from the Drug and Food Control Organisation conducted an intensive
inspection drive at Jehangir Chowk and HSHS in Srinagar. The drive, led by Assistant Commissioner Food Safety
Srinagar, Yameen ul Nabi Asstt. Commissioner food safety Srinagar focused on roadside eateries and Kashmiri
snack stalls.

The primary objective of the inspection was to ensure compliance with the Food Safety and Standards Act,
particularly in terms of sanitary and hygienic conditions. The team inspected various food stalls and vendors,
checking for adherence to proper food handling, storage, and preparation practices.




During the inspection, roadside vendors were educated on the importance of maintaining hygiene and
sanitary standards. They were also instructed to take measures to protect prepared food from environmental
hazards and pests. Failure to comply with these regulations would result in the cessation of their operations
under the FSS Act.

Furthermore, food business operators involved in the preparation of ready-to-eat food were directed to
undergo pest control measures at their premises. They were also advised against setting up temporary stalls
near or over drains, as this could lead to contamination and other health risks. Non-compliance with these
directives would invite action under relevant rules and regulations.

The inspection drive is part of the ongoing efforts by the Drug and Food Control Organization to ensure food
safety and quality in Srinagar. The organization is committed to protecting public health and promoting a
culture of food safety awareness among food business operators.




Food Safety deptt takes action against unhygienic roadside eateries in Ganderbal

Last updated: February 8, 2025 1:09 am

Ganderbal, Feb 07: In a significant move to ensure the provision of safe, healthy, and sustainable food to
the general public, the Food Safety Department of Ganderbal conducted a rigorous inspection of roadside
eateries in the main market of Kangan. The drive was led by Shiraz Ahmad Mir, the Designated Officer of
Food Safety, along with a team of Food Safety Officers.

During the inspection, the team emphasized the importance of adhering to Schedule-4 of the Food Safety
and Standards (FSS) Act, 2006, and the associated rules and regulations of 2011. These guidelines pertain to
hygiene, sanitation, and other essential requirements for food establishments. The officials directed the
eateries to strictly comply with these standards to ensure public health and safety.

The inspection revealed several violations, including the presence of unhygienic conditions and the use of
rotten food items. The team took immediate action by destroying the substandard food on the spot.
Additionally, the department has decided to file challans under Section 56 of the FSS Act against the
violators. These cases will be presented before the competent court for further legal action.

Shiraz Ahmad Mir stated, “Our primary objective is to safeguard the health of the public by ensuring that food
businesses operate in compliance with the highest standards of hygiene and safety. We will continue to
conduct such drives and take strict action against those who fail to meet the required norms.”




The Food Safety Department has urged the public to remain vigilant and report any instances of food
adulteration or unhygienic practices to the authorities. This initiative is part of the department’s ongoing
efforts to promote food safety and protect consumers from health hazards.

The crackdown has been welcomed by local residents, who have expressed their support for stricter
enforcement of food safety regulations. The department has assured that such inspections will be conducted
regularly to maintain the quality and safety of food served in the district.
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Special sampling drive to check food adulteration in dist.

Ludhiana, Updated At: 08:54 AM Feb 07, 2025 IST

The district administration has launched a special sampling drive to check food adulteration and ensure safety
of consumers in the district.

It was ordered by Deputy Commissioner (DC) Jitendra Jorwal while reviewing the working of the food safety
wing of the Health Department here.

He expressed serious concern over the inadequate food sampling and measures to check the manufacturing,
sale and consumption of adulterated and sub-standard food products, posing health hazards to consumers,
in the district.

Asking the officials concerned to act diligently and effectively for ensuring food safety, Jorwal issued directions
to carry out food sampling in canteens located inside schools and colleges, eating joints, restaurants, hotels,
sweets/bakery manufacturers, sellers, milk suppliers, street vendors and other food establishments to ensure
manufacturing and sale of safe and healthy food products to the public ahead of Holi festival next month.




“There is also a need to intensify inspections on premises of the food makers and sellers, besides spreading
awareness and education among consumers about food safety,” he stressed.

He expressed the district administration’s firm commitment to eliminate the sale of adulterated food items,
which poses significant health risks.

The DC instructed the officials to ensure compliance with the Food Safety Standards Act, 2006, among
canteens, street vendors, bakery manufacturers, restaurants, hotels and milk suppliers.

“Health officials have been tasked with making surprise visits to the canteens in schools and colleges, and
taking appropriate action against all those making or selling adulterated or substandard items,” he said.

Jorwal highlighted the importance of checking food packets for batch numbers, manufacturing dates and
nutritional values of the products.

He further emphasised that the food manufacturers must ensure their workers wear gloves and caps and
maintain clean and hygienic surroundings at workplaces. “Food safety officers have been instructed to inspect
the premises where food items are commonly produced, particularly ahead Holi, which is approaching soon,”
he said.

The Deputy Commissioner asked the Health Department officials to make sweets and bakery manufacturers,
as well as milk vendors and their employees, aware about proper hygiene practices in food preparation.

He urged the food business operators to cooperate and comply with the government guidelines to ensure
that safe and healthy food products were provided to the consumers.

However, he also instructed food safety officials not to harass any food business operators on the pretext of
sampling, while making it clear that those involved in food adulteration will face strict consequences.
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ADC Jammu imposes X1.89 lakh fine for food safety violations
by K H News Service February 7, 2025

Amid dry, hot and humid weather, hundreds of people including men, women and children mostly bare foot
visited the revered suffi Saint Shrine Sheikh Noor-Ud-Wali popularly known as Nund Resh at Charar-e- Sharief
in Budgam district on Sunday for prayers to seek rainfall to end the drought season in Kashmir valley.

Jammu : In a move to uphold food safety standards and protect public health, Additional Deputy
Commissioner Jammu, Rakesh Kumar, imposed a penalty of Rs 1,89,000 under the Food Safety and Standards
Act (FSSA) 2006 on several businesses in the district.

The fines were levied against offenders involved in the sale and distribution of substandard and misbranded
food items across Jammu. The violators included manufacturers, distributors and retailers found breaching
prescribed food safety norms.

Commercial establishments have been directed to adhere to food safety regulations and maintain proper
standards to avoid legal action. The administration has also warned businesses to comply with the law to
prevent further violations and penalties.
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Expired food items, cockroach infestation found in Hotel Ashoka in Hyderabad Telangana

Hyderabad Telangana India
Lakdi Ka Pul Road, Lakdi Ka Pool, Hyderabad,
j B 500004, Telangana, India
,l Lat 17.403799, Long 78.465320
NP 02/03/202505:37 PM GMT+05:30
‘ Note : Captured by GPS:Map Camera

Expired food items, cockroach mfestatlon found in Hotel Ashoka in Hyderabad (Photo X)

Hyderabad: Officials of Telangana Food Safety raided Hotel Ashoka in Lakdi-ka-Pul and found foul smell with
untidy kitchen walls and floor apart from cockroach infestation. During the raids, officials found rusty vessels
in the kitchen and refrigerator while synthetic food colours were being used in preparing food items. After
finding rotten brinjal and cauliflower, officials discarded them. There were no Food Safety and Standards
Authority of India (FSSAI) logo and Food Safety Training and Certification (FoSTaC) trained supervisor despite
more than 140 people working on the premises.

Expired food items including rosemary dry herbs with an expiry date in September 2023 and curry cut
packaged chicken, four and two kg each dated January 2 and 14, respectively and 4 kg packet dated January
28 were discarded. Water analysis reports were also not available, officials said, adding that food samples
were collected from the hotel for analysis.
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Indore: Milk Vendors Mandated to Install Fat Measuring Machines To Curb Adulteration

As per the order, all milk vendors and dairy operators of the district are required to keep fat and SNF measuring
device in their establishment.

Wednesday, February 05, 2025, 09:03 AM IST

Indore (Madhya Pradesh): Keeping the milk fat measuring machines at every milk parlour and shop has been

made mandatory for milk vendors. To prevent infectious diseases caused by the use of adulterated milk in the
district, collector Asheesh Singh has issued prohibitory orders under Section 163 of the Indian Civil Security
Act 2023.

As per the order, all milk vendors and dairy operators of the district are required to keep fat and SNF
measuring device in their establishment. All milk vendors, and dairy operators will have to compulsorily
display the prescribed and standard quantity of fat and SNF in the milk being sold as per Food Safety and
Standards Act 2006 and Regulations 2011 and the quantity of fat present in the milk product by writing it
electronically on the display or on the information board.




All milk vendors and dairy operators will test the milk in front of the consumers if they wish to be informed
about the quantity of fat and SNF. All milk vendors and dairy operators will provide necessary information and
training regarding the measuring instrument to the consumers as per requirement.

All milk vendors and dairy operators who supply milk door-to-door will keep the measuring instrument with
them or compulsorily mention the quantity of fat and SNF on the milk cartons and cans along with the date
every day.
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Hyderabad: Food Safety teams detect severe violations at NALSAR University canteen

During inspections of the canteen operated by Sri Sai Ganesh Caterers, the teams discovered rat droppings
and a cockroach infestation in the kitchen storeroom, along with the absence of pest control records and

water quality analysis reports.
By Telangana Today

Published Date - 5 February 2025, 09:46 AM

Hyderabad: The food quality inspecting teams of Commissioner of Food Safety, Hyderabad conducted
inspections in the canteen of NALSAR University, Shamirpet and reported multiple violations under the Food
Safety and Standards Authority Act of FSSAL.

The teams during inspections in the canteen, being operated by Sri Sai Ganesh Caterers, detected rat faeces
and cockroach infestation in kitchen store room and non-availability of pest control records and reports

related to water quality analysis.

The FSSAI license was obtained on registered address instead of food preparation premises and the FoSTaC
(food Safety Training Certificate) trained supervisor was not available.

“About 90 kilograms of unlabelled raw Rajma was found. Muskmelon seeds (20 kg) used for preparing gravy
was found to have infested the insects and discarded. About 30 kilograms of green gram was found without
packing date, expiry date and batch number,” the report from the food quality inspecting teams said.

The windows and doors of the preparation area, dining area did not have insect proof screens. The floor was
found to be slippery in the preparation area. Temperature records were not maintained and raw materials
were kept on the floor without pallets, the Commissioner of Food Safety said.
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Your food orders may not be safely packaged

Non-food grade plastic containers, aluminum foil used for food packaging; complaint filed with health dept,
AMC but no action yet

If you frequently order food delivery, you might want to be cautious. A complaint has

been filed with the health department and the municipal corporation regarding the use of non-food-grade
plastic containers and aluminum foil for food packaging, violating the Food Safety and Standards Act, 2006,
and its rules. Despite this, the authorities have taken no strict action so far.

Many people rely on online food delivery services for convenience, whether to enjoy restaurant-style food
at home or to save time in their busy schedules. However, customers often overlook the quality and hygiene
of the packaging materials used. Additionally, there is no guarantee that the delivery personnel follow
hygiene protocols.

Rules flouted
Retired Weights and Measures Department officer Jaswantsinh Vaghela, who filed the complaint, said “All




online food delivery platforms and restaurants must follow the Food Safety and Standards Act, 2006, which
mandates that plastic containers used for food packaging must be food-grade, and aluminum foil must meet
ISI standards. Additionally, delivery personnel should wear gloves and caps and maintain proper hygiene
records. However, these rules are being openly flouted.”

He added “The responsibility of ensuring compliance with these regulations lies with the health department
and the municipal corporation, yet no action has been taken. This negligence poses a serious health risk to
citizens. That is why | have filed a written complaint with the state health minister and the municipal

commissioner in Gandhinagar.”

According to the Food Safety and Standards Act, 2006, food delivery platforms are required to ensure that
their delivery personnel are free from infectious diseases. They must also use packaging materials that meet
food safety standards, with civic bodies monitoring compliance.
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Unsafe Foods At Roadside Eateries In J&K
by From Editor's Desk February 4, 2025

Risky food practices have been reported in the past also but the Food Safety officials continue inspections
at food stalls for not more than few weeks after which such unhealthy practices are revived by the vendors
again and the revival of unhygienic and unsafe food practices as such is a regular practice of roadside
eateries.

Vendors selling eateries on the roadsides is in no way an unusual practice putting to risk the lives of hundreds
of roadside eaters everywhere in Jammu & Kashmir as running a road side eatery is as usual as is running a
tea stall in any food street in the twin capital cities Srinagar and Jammu . Police dismantling one makeshift
shop for using contaminated oil from a container out of which a dead mouse was recovered won’t end the
delivery of unhygienic and unsafe food at makeshift shops in the food streets anywhere in Kashmir valley or
Jammu division. Regular inspections by the Food Safety Department on the makeshift shops can however
reduce the sale of such risky foot practices at food streets in twin capital cities and major towns of both
Kashmir Valley and Jammu division. This time public outcry against the use of oil from a container out of which
a dead mouse was recovered has woke up authorities of Food Department from deep slumber and the shop
of vendor has been dismantled in a joint operation with the local police authorities. Such risky food practices
have been reported in the past also but the Food Safety officials continue inspections at food stalls for not
more than few weeks after which such unhealthy practices are revived by the vendors again and the revival
of unhygienic and unsafe food practices as such is a regular practice of roadside eateries. Unfortunately
growing number of unhygienic roadside eateries and fast-food shops poses a constant threat to the lives of
regular eaters across cities and towns in Jammu & Kashmir like other parts of the country. The precedence of
last more than two decades shows that number of roadsides eateries doubles annually and there is no dead
end to it across cities and towns both in Kashmir Valley and as well as Jammu division. While the fact remains
that public opinion is divided over the question of removing the roadside eateries, none is opposed to curbs
on unhygienic methods followed by the eateries for preparing, cooking and serving food to the passengers
and bystanders at most of the bus stands in cities and towns.

“Since experiences have shown that food contamination often leads to dysentery, cholera and jaundice,
administrative wisdom demands that use of poor quality of oil and artificial colouring agents is declared a
punishable offence and working hours of food safety officials are changed on rotational basis through
attendance procedures adopted for morning and evening duties at both Government and private hospitals
not only in Jammu & Kashmir but in every State and Union Territory of the country.”

While the roadside eateries prepare food items in highly polluted environment and serve hot food items on
plastics covered with polythene papers in open spaces the food safety officials don’t bother to inspect




roadside eateries in any food street in any city or town in Kashmir Valley or Jammu division. Experiences of
decades have shown that vendors in food streets are overcrowded with customers mostly in the morning and
evening hours the time when foot safety officials can’t be asked to conduct inspections. If asked to shut their
business operations in morning and evening hours the eatery owners will simply argue that they are forced
to cater to the basic human needs of hundreds of long distance travelers, who prefer to travel in the
night. Since experiences have shown that food contamination often leads to dysentery, cholera and jaundice,
administrative wisdom demands that use of poor quality of oil and artificial colouring agents is declared a
punishable offence and working hours of food safety officials are changed on rotational basis through
attendance procedures adopted for morning and evening duties at both Government and private hospitals
not only in Jammu & Kashmir but in every State and Union Territory of the country.
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Authorities crack down on unhygienic food practices

February 02, 2025 | BK News Service

The Food Safety Department, in coordination with Hazratbal Police, took swift action against a street vendor

accused of endangering public health by using contaminated oil for cooking. The vendor's makeshift shop
was dismantled after locals raised concerns about food hygiene and the risk of infection.

According to reports, the vendor was found using oil from a tin in which dead mice were discovered. The
alarming revelation had sparked widespread concern among devotees.

Following the outcry, Food Safety officials and Srinagar Police, acting on the directions of SP Hazratbal Hilal
Khalig, along with DO Hazratbal and SHO Nigeen, dismantled the shop. Additionally, an FIR (10/2025) was
registered at Nigeen Police Station under Section 271 of the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita (BNS) for negligence
and posing a potential public health hazard.

Food Safety Department and police inspected other makeshift shops too and advised them to follow the
hygienic standards.
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Contaminated Curd, Houseflies In Ghee And More Food Safety Violations Found At Dairy Unit In Telangana

The Telangana Food Safety Department found several violations, including unsanitary food processing, dead
lizards, and rusted equipment. Read on to know more.

Written by: Nikita Nikhil Food News Feb 03, 2025 15:46 pm IST
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The task force visited a dairy unit Raghunathpally in Jangaon. (Photo: X/@cfs_telangana)

A task force representing the Telangana Food Safety Department conducted inspections at Shakti Milk And
Milk Products, Raghunathpally (M) in Telangana's Jangaon district. They visited the facility on February 1st,
2025. As per the Commissioner of Food Safety, Telangana, the establishment made several food safety
violations. Firstly, they flagged the inadequate sanitary measures during the processing and handling of food.
Moreover, the stored ghee in the establishment had traces of mosquitoes and houseflies in it. They also found
a dead lizard in the proximity of food articles and spider webs were observed on the roof.

Next, they listed that the pest control record and water analysis reports of the establishment were not
available. The equipment found was found uncleaned, rusted and unsterilised. The raw food items were not




stored properly, and certain labelling defects were observed on packed products. Moreover, the task force
revealed that 720 kg of curd was discarded due to contamination, fungal infestation and spoilage. The team
also seized 1,700 kg of curd was seized due to labelling violations and suspicions of substandard quality.

The task force also revealed that the collected samples have been sent for laboratory analysis and further
action will be taken as per provisions of the Food Safety and Standards (FSS) Act, 2006, and FSS Rules and
Regulations, 2011.

Prior to this, the Telangana Food Safety Department conducted an inspection at the Central Kitchen of Sri
Chaitanya Educational Institutes In Hyderabad and flagged a range of issues, including expired food items,
improper storage, unhygienic conditions, cockroach infestation, etc. Read all about it here.
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Authorities crack down on unhygienic food practices

February 02, 2025 | BK News Service

The Food Safety Department, in coordination with Hazratbal Police, took swift action against a street vendor
accused of endangering public health by using contaminated oil for cooking. The vendor's makeshift shop was
dismantled after locals raised concerns about food hygiene and the risk of infection.
According to reports, the vendor was found using oil from a tin in which dead mice were discovered. The
alarming revelation had sparked widespread concern among devotees.

Following the outcry, Food Safety officials and Srinagar Police, acting on the directions of SP Hazratbal Hilal
Khalig, along with DO Hazratbal and SHO Nigeen, dismantled the shop. Additionally, an FIR (10/2025) was
registered at Nigeen Police Station under Section 271 of the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita (BNS) for negligence and
posing a potential public health hazard.

Food Safety Department and police inspected other makeshift shops too and advised them to follow the
hygienic standards.
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Tatanagar, Bokaro rly stations earn FSSAI’s Eat Right Certification

Ranchi: Food Safety and Standards Authority of India (FSSAI) has awarded the Eat Right Station certification
to Tatanagar and Bokaro railway stations, recognizing their commitment to providing safe, hygienic, and
nutritious food to passengers.

During a comprehensive two-month evaluation, FSSAI assessed 25 food stalls at Tatanagar and 14 at Bokaro,
examining food safety protocols, hygiene practices, and nutritional standards. The assessment included
thorough inspections of restaurants, food stalls, and water quality checks.

Kamal Deo, food safety officer at Tatanagar station, said, "Our team has consistently worked to ensure all food
outlets within the station adhere to FSSAl's stringent guidelines. This certification reflects our commitment to
passenger health and safety."

The certification is part of FSSAI's Eat Right India movement, launched in 2018, which aims to transform the
country's food system.

"We will conduct monthly inspections of all food establishments to maintain cleanliness and uphold safety
standards," Deo added. "Regular training sessions will be held for vendors, and strict action will be taken
against violators."

An FSSAI eastern region official noted, "The certification of these stations demonstrates our progress in
ensuring passengers have access to safe and nutritious food during their journeys. It highlights the successful
collaboration between FSSAI and Indian Railways." These additions bring the total number of certified stations
in Jharkhand to five, including Dhanbad, Ranchi, and Hatia.
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86 shops in Tuticorin penalised for unsafe food packaging

TNN / Feb 1, 2025, 00:11 IST

Tuticorin: Food safety officials, who inspected 534 shops in Tuticorin district in the last four days, booked 86
shops for packaging food items in newspapers and banned plastic paper while booking another 56 for
functioning without a proper licence.

A team led by district designated officer for food safety and drug administration, Dr S Mariappan, inspected
the tea shops and snack outlets in Tuticorin city, Kayalpattinam, Tiruchendur, Sathankulam, Udangudi,
Alwarthirunagari, Kayathar, Kalugumalai, and Eppothumvendran regions.

Mariappan said that they found 65 shops using newspapers for packaging food, which is illegal, and 16 shops
utilizing banned plastic covers

, while five shops used both newspapers and plastic covers. The newspapers and plastic materials were seized
from the shops. Another 56 shops were found functioning without FSSAI registration and licence. The
department decided to penalise these shops with a fine since notifications were published twice already, said
the official.




The shops that used newspapers are likely to be levied a fine of 1,000, and shops that used plastic materials
would be fined 2,000, while the shops that functioned without a licence are likely to pay a fine of 5,000.

During the inspection, the sleuths also found three shops, one each at Kayalpattinam, Alwarthirunagari, and

Arumuganeri, selling banned tobacco products. They were sealed temporarily for further proceedings, he
added.
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Food Waste, Unlabelled Items Flagged At These Two Restaurants In Telangana

Over the past several months, the task force has flagged many serious food safety violations at
establishments across the state.

Written by:Toshita Sahni Edited by:Neha Grover, Feb 11, 2025 13:42 pm IST

The food safety officials listed several problems found on the premises

A task force representing Telangana's Food Safety Commissioner has continued to conduct inspections
of establishments across the states. The officials have not only visited restaurants, bars, bakeries and
cafes; they have also inspected cloud kitchens, food manufacturing units, food vending units, canteens
of universities and other educational institutions, and several other types of eating joints. Over the
past several months, they have flagged many serious food safety violations at these establishments
and shared their findings on X (formerly Twitter). One of the recent rounds of inspections took place
in Rajendranagar in Telangana.




On February 8, 2025, the task force went to a food establishment known as "The Fort". They uncovered
several issues pertaining to hygiene and other concerns. The officials found a cockroach infestation on
the premises. They stated that the refrigerators were "very unhygienic." They discovered boiled
vegetables being stored in large quantities without any labels. They noted that utensils were not
cleaned properly. Additionally, the team found out that food waste was not being removed from the
premises regularly. Moreover, they observed that the floor of the kitchen was wet and lacked proper
drainage. The exhaust fans were greasy, and oil was found to be dripping from them. The inspection
also revealed that the requisite pest control records were not available with the FBO [Food Business
Operator].

“~ Commissioner of Food Safety, Telangana X
@cfs_telangana - Follow

Task force team has conducted inspections in
Rajendranagar area on 08.02.2025.

The Fort, Rajendranagar
* Exhaust fans were found to be greasy and dripping oil.

* Refrigerators were found to be very unhygienic and
identified stored boiled vegetables in... Show more
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The other food establishment the task force inspected in this area was "Delish by Homes Kitchen."
Here, too, the officials noted that food waste was not being taken out of the premises at regular
intervals. Another common problem was the greasy exhaust fans that were found to be dripping oil.
The officials discovered unlabelled (food) raw materials in the kitchen. The necessary documents, such
as Medical fitness certificates of food handlers and Pest control records, were unavailable.
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Delish by Homes Kitchen, Rajendranagar
08.02.2025

* Food waste was not removed at regular intervals.
* Exhaust fans found to be greasy and dripping oil.

* Medical fitness certificates of food handlers and Pest
control records not available.

* .. Show more
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Before this, the food safety task force conducted an inspection of the canteen at NALSAR University in
Shamirpet, Hyderabad. Unlabelled items, infestation, expired food, hygiene issues, lack of records and other
violations were found on the premises. The officials also noted that its FSSAI license had been "obtained on
the registered address instead of food preparation premises." Read the complete article.




Assam: Kokrajhar Hosts First-Ever ‘Eat Right Mela’ at Govt HS & MP School Playground

For the first time in Kokrajhar, the ‘Eat Right Mela’ organized by the Food Safety Department, Kokrajhar for
healthy eating habit got underway at Kokrajhar Government HS & MP School Playground.

Published on: 12 Feb 2025, 9:46 am

LU
|, G

—. Eat Right
i@;lndiag
YA/ o

{Uelcome 10

har,

KOKRAIJHAR: For the first time in Kokrajhar, the ‘Eat Right Mela’ organized by the Food Safety Department,
Kokrajhar, under the Commissionerate of Food Safety, Assam, in collaboration with the Kokrajhar District
Administration for healthy eating habit got underway from today at Kokrajhar Government HS & MP School
Playground.

As part of the programme, District Commissioner, Kokrajhar Masanda M Pertin flagged off the walkathon of
the students, NCC cadets, and citizens of Kokrajhar in the morning followed by an inaugural meeting and
exhibition highlighting the importance of millet-based food products and its benefits for the people.

Designated Officer of Food Safety Department, Kokrajhar Bilifang Brahma, in his keynote address, said that
Kokrajhar was one of the districts of Assam to host the ‘Eat Right Mela’ in connection with the observation of



https://www.sentinelassam.com/north-east-india-news/assam-news/assam-bodoland-peoples-front-celebrates-23rd-btc-accord-day-in-kokrajhar

international millet year to raise awareness about the importance of millets, their nutritional benefits, and
their potential to address food security and climate change. He said that millet was a fast growing food across
the world for its rich nutritional and other disease preventive supplements. Millets protect the people from
diabetes, cancer, and other diseases and its demand is going high everywhere, he said, adding that the habit
of eating nutrition-rich millets should be a regular practice for all. With the aim of bringing awareness, the
department concerned, in collaboration with the district administration, organized the ‘Eat Right Mela’ in

Kokrajhar. He also said that there was also an exhibition displaying millet-based food products for healthy life
in 30 stalls.

Brahma said that the holding of the mela was an initiative of FSSAI and aimed to promote healthy eating
habits, food safety awareness, and sustainable nutritional practices. He said that there also were technical
sessions featuring local food products especially millet-based products and demonstrations of food
adulteration testing. Besides, the programme also included quiz competition and millet-based cooking
competition.

The inaugural programme was addressed by Chairperson of Kokrajhar Municipal Board Pratibha Brahma,
Samiran Baruah, Retired Designated Officer, Food Safety, Assam, Dr Sunil Paul, Chief Scientist, KVK,
Gossaigaon, Dr Anuk Islary, Assistant Prof CIT-Kokrajhar and attended by Joint Director of Health Services,
Kokrajhar and Dilip Chetia, Secretary, Kokrajhar Merchant Association.
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Kamrup metro hosts 'Eat Right Mela and Walkathon' to promote healthy living

Krishna Medhi Feb 11, 2025, Updated Feb 11, 2025, 8:21 PM IST

The Kamrup Metropolitan District Food Safety Administration, in collaboration with the district authorities,
organized a two-day 'Eat Right Mela and Walkathon' at Srimanta Sankardeva Kalakshetra’s Rang Ghar Bakori.
The event, aimed at promoting safe and nutritious food choices, also emphasized key government nutrition
initiatives.

The event featured interactive activities such as an open quiz, a drawing competition, and a cooking contest,
encouraging public engagement in healthy eating habits. Several food stalls were set up, offering nutritious
options to reinforce the event's core message of wellness through diet.

A special session was conducted on the licensing and registration process required for organizing such events,
equipping attendees with valuable insights on compliance and food safety regulations.

The initiative was supported by several notable officials, including Dispur Co-District Commissioner Monjit
Borkakoti, Chief Medical & Health Officer (CM&HQ) Dr. Apurba Krishna Sarma, Joint Director of FSSAI Dr. Jesto
George, State Public Health Laboratory Food Analyst Anupam Gogoi, and retired Food Safety Assam officer
Samiran Baruah. Their presence underscored the importance of spreading awareness about food safety and
healthy nutrition.
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Hotel and Restaurant Association (Western India) Teams Up with FSSAI to Deliver Premier FoSTaC Training
at Four Points by Sheraton, Navi Mumbai

Tuesday, February 11, 2025

The Hotel and Restaurant Association (Western India) — HRAWI recently hosted an advanced-level Food Safety
Supervisor Training in Catering (FoSTaC) under the guidance of the Food Safety and Standards Authority of
India (FSSAI). The training took place on February 5th and 6th, 2025, at Four Points by Sheraton Navi Mumbai
in Vashi, bringing together 62 hospitality professionals eager to enhance their expertise in food safety, hygiene
management, and sustainable waste disposal practices.

Industry experts led the workshop, offering valuable insights to elevate operational standards in the
hospitality sector. The event was inaugurated by Prof. Praveen Andrews, a certified trainer from Parikshan,
alongside key dignitaries including Ms. Trupti Pawar, Secretary General of HRAWI; Chef Bandu Popat
Ugalmugale, Executive Sous Chef; Mr. Rajesh Vasudev Ghole, Cluster Purchase Manager; and Ms. Chhavi
Prabhakar, Training and Quality Manager at Four Points by Sheraton Navi Mumbai.

With this latest edition, HRAWI has successfully trained and certified 3,337 hospitality professionals through
its FoSTaC initiatives, reinforcing its commitment to strengthening food safety standards. These programs are




designed to empower industry stakeholders with practical knowledge and skills to ensure compliance with
national regulations and align with global best practices.

The Hotel and Restaurant Association of Western India (HRAWI) has been a cornerstone of the region’s
hospitality industry for 74 years. Representing a diverse network of hotels and restaurants, including
establishments ranging from casual dining to luxurious 5-star deluxe properties, HRAWI plays a crucial role in
shaping the sector. Its extensive membership spans across Maharashtra, Gujarat, Madhya Pradesh,
Chhattisgarh, Goa, and the Union Territory of Dadra and Nagar Haveli and Daman and Diu, making it a
prominent voice for hospitality professionals. As an affiliate of the Federation of Hotel & Restaurant
Associations of India (FHRAI), headquartered in New Delhi, HRAWI is linked to a legacy that traces back to its
founding in Mumbai in 1950, with the late J.R.D. Tata as one of its pioneering figures.
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State labour department issues notification to stop selling tea with toxins banned by FSSAI

The notification, issued on Tuesday, says that the state government has evolved a mechanism to keep a check
on the quality of teas produced in Bengal as well as teas that come from other states or neighboring countries

Avijit Sinha Published 14.02.25, 11:44 AM

A tea garden in Darjeeling. File picture

The Bengal labour department issued a gazette notification to stop the sale of teas with pesticides banned by
the Food Safety and Standards Authority of India (FSSAI) and the unbridled influx of Nepal teas.

The notification, issued on Tuesday, says that the state government has evolved a mechanism to keep a check
on the quality of teas produced in Bengal as well as teas that come from other states or neighbouring
countries.

Along with the notification, the state has also annexed a list of 26 pesticides banned in the tea industry.




“There are reports that tea cultivators and growers in the state are using the banned or restricted pesticides.
Despite the ban, such teas continue to be bought and sold in Bengal. These pesticides are reportedly being
used secretly and without authorisation in tea gardens, particularly in certain pockets of north Bengal. This is
a matter of grave concern, given the adverse impacts of these chemicals on the health of tea garden workers,
tea consumers and the surrounding environment,” said a senior official of the department.

The use of such pesticides can lead to negative implications in both domestic and international tea markets.
Thus, it has been decided to monitor the use of pesticides and keep a check on the quality of teas made and
sold across the state, the official added.

According to Tuesday’s notification, the West Bengal Tea Directorate, under the labour department, will take
steps to create awareness among farmers, small tea growers, tea garden stakeholders, wholesalers, dealers,
retailers and agents about the prohibition on the sale, distribution, use and stocking of banned pesticides.

“The additional labour commissioner of the north Bengal zone will assist the directorate. The directorate and
the department will immediately act to prevent the use and stocking of such pesticides. Initiatives would be
taken to stop the sale of teas produced here by using such pesticides,” said a source.

The officers of the department have also been authorised to intercept any vehicle carrying tea leaves to collect
samples of tea in case they suspect that such teas might contain the banned pesticides.

“They will get samples tested in notified labs. Similarly, officers of the Customs department posted at the
international border check posts in Bengal will allow vehicles to carry tea only if they have with them a tea
testing clearance report issued by such labs or any other competent authority. This will stop the import of
inferior quality teas or teas with hazardous pesticides into the state and the country,” the source added.

Over the past few years, stakeholders of the Indian tea industry, particularly those in north Bengal, have
expressed concern repeatedly over the unchecked import of Nepal teas, pointing out that these were not
tested in India but sold in India and overseas.

“It is good the state government has decided to tighten its grip on this issue. We welcome the decision. It will
largely help to prevent the sale of teas, whether imported into India or produced in our state, which are
unsafe for consumption,” said Bijoygopal Chakraborty, the president of the Confederation of Indian Small Tea
Growers Associations (Cista).

Through the notification, the state government has also authorised officers of the state police posted at check
posts in the international and interstate borders to check vehicles carrying tea into Bengal.

“They will check whether the consignment of tea concerned has obtained a lab testing report. Necessary
communications have been passed to authorities,” said an official.

“This notification comes as a major step to stop the production and sale of inferior quality teas. We will extend
all possible cooperation (in efforts towards this end),” said Rana Dey, secretary of the Terai branch of the
Indian Tea Association.
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Food Safety Raids in Srinagar: Kashmiri Snacks Contain Harmful Colors

by Monitor News Bureau Feb. 14, 2025 Updated: 4:53 pm IST
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Srinagar, Feb 14: The Drug and Food Control Organisation intensified inspections across
Srinagar, cracking down on food safety violations in Hazratbal and Makhdoom Sahib areas.
Led by Assistant Commissioner Food Safety Srinagar, Yameen-ul-Nabi, the team found several
food business operators using artificial colors in Kashmiri snacks, which were immediately
destroyed.

Vendors were also warned against poor hygiene, and roadside stalls near drains were directed
to shut down. Authorities have vowed strict action, including facility closures, under the Food
Safety and Standards Act. Consumers can report unsafe food via the toll-free number 104.
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Health officials confiscate 600 kg spoilt chicken from 2 shops in S’bad

HYDERABAD
NEWS

Health officials confiscate 600 kg spoilt chicken from 2 shops in S’bad

Hyderabad: Amid the ongoing bird flu scare, food safety officials confiscated 600 kg of spoiled meat
from two businesses in Anna Nagar, Secunderabad, on Thursday. The raid targeted chicken centres,
which were allegedly storing and distributing contaminated meat to local wine shops and bars.
Notices were issued to the shop owners, and a case was booked by police.

The raid was conducted by food safety officials, task force officials, and Secunderabad Cantonment
Board's (SCB) health and sanitation department following a complaint. "We conducted surprise
inspections at two chicken centres in the Anna Nagar area — Ravi Chicken Centrr and SSS Chicken
Centre," said M Devender, health superintendent of SCB. "What we found was shocking. They were
holding large quantities of rotten chicken from old stock."

Devender revealed that Ravi Chicken Centre, which previously operated from Indiramma Nagar, was
found hoarding the spoilt meat. "The chicken meat was nearly 20 days old and completely inedible.
These establishments were supplying this contaminated meat to retail wine shops and fast-food
centres in the vicinity," he added.

The officials issued notices to both shop owners, giving them 48 hours to respond to the violations.
"Appropriate action will be taken based on their response," Devender stated.

The raid comes at a time when the region grapples with bird flu concerns. Health officials have urged
the public to be vigilant about the quality of meat they consume.
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Hyderabad Health Scare: Rotten Chicken Found in Cold Storage, Destined for Bars and
Restaurants

A major health hazard was uncovered in Hyderabad when the Food Safety department, in
collaboration with the North Zone Task Force officials, discovered a large quantity of rotten

chicken being illegally stored and supplied to local wine shops and bars.

Hyderabad Health Scare: Rotten Chicken Found in Cold Storage, Destined for Bars and Restaurants

Hyderabad: A major health hazard was uncovered in Hyderabad when the Food Safety department,
in collaboration with the North Zone Task Force officials, discovered a large quantity of rotten chicken
being illegally stored and supplied to local wine shops and bars.

In a joint operation, authorities seized approximately 500 kilograms of rotten chicken that had been
kept in cold storages at chicken centers in Anna Nagar, near Begumpet, Secunderabad.

Rotten Chicken Discovered in Secunderabad Cold Storages




On Thursday, February 13, Food Safety department officials conducted an inspection of chicken
centers in the bustling neighborhoods of Anna Nagar and Begumpet. During the raid, they uncovered
the disturbing sight of 500 kilograms of chicken in a decayed state, which had been stored improperly
for weeks.

The rotten poultry had been distributed to nearby wine shops and bars, raising serious concerns over
food safety and public health in the area. The chicken had likely been intended for use in restaurants
and eateries, putting unsuspecting consumers at risk of foodborne illness.

Immediate Action and Investigation Underway

The seized chicken was promptly disposed of by the authorities to prevent any further distribution.
Officials have initiated a thorough investigation into the suppliers and chicken centers involved in this
illegal practice. The Food Safety department is also working to identify any other potential hotspots
where such unsanitary conditions may exist.

Health Risks of Consuming Rotten Chicken

Consuming spoiled or rotten chicken poses significant health risks, including food poisoning and
foodborne illnesses caused by harmful bacteria such as Salmonella, Campylobacter, and E. coli. These
pathogens can lead to symptoms such as stomach cramps, vomiting, diarrhea, and fever.

Authorities have advised the public to be cautious when purchasing chicken from unknown or
untrustworthy sources, and to ensure that meat is stored and handled properly.

Government Takes Action to Ensure Food Safety

This alarming discovery has prompted the local government to increase surveillance and conduct
regular checks on food establishments, including chicken centers and restaurants, to prevent similar
incidents in the future. The Food Safety department has emphasized the importance of adhering to
hygiene standards and maintaining the cold chain for perishable items.

Stay Safe, Be Vigilant

Consumers in Hyderabad are urged to stay alert and report any suspicious food products or practices
to the authorities. The recent incident serves as a reminder of the importance of food safety and the
responsibility of both food suppliers and consumers to ensure that safe and healthy food practices
are followed.
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500 liters fake milk with 1-liter toxic chemicals seized in this state; Here's how
to check the purity of milk

Feb 15, 2025, 14:15 IST

A businessman in Uttar Pradesh has been arrested for producing 500 litres of fake milk using chemicals. The
fake milk, which contained harmful substances like caustic potash, was sold as real milk for 20 years.
Authorities seized chemicals during the raid and provided methods to check milk purity at home to avoid such

dangers.

Potassium
Hydroxide Pellets

LA MWW IR TT g

Milk is often considerd as a rich source of calcium and an integral part of a balanced diet that
helps with overall well being and boosts metabolism. But, what if the same milk turns out to
be the cause for severe illness? Yes, you read it right. A recent raid in Uttar Pradesh resulted
in seizing of 500 litre fake milk and 1 litre chemicals, Scroll down to read the details.

A businessman in Uttar Pradesh's Bulandshahr has been held after he created 500 litres of
fake milk using one litre of chemicals. According to the authorities, Ajay Agarwal--the owner
of Agarwal traders who deal in milk and milk products--would mix artificial sweeteners and
flavours in the chemicals to make it seem like real milk. He has been accused of selling




synthetic milk and paneer for 20 years.

As per the raid by the Food Safety and Standards Authority of India (FSSAI), one shop and four
godowns have been seized with pre-mixed chemicals. "Agarwal has not yet revealed the
chemicals he used to create the fake milk but with only five mililitre of it, he could create up
to two litres of fake milk," an official told reporters. He added that Agarwal used flavouring
agents so that no one could distinguish the synthetic milk from the real one by its appearance,
taste, or smell.
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RisingKashmir
RK Impact: Food Safety Deptt intensifies efforts to curb unhygienic practices among street
vendors

Conducts surprise inspections across Srinagar

Last updated: February 17, 2025

Srinagar, Feb 16: In a positive development, the Food Safety Department has intensified its
inspection drives across Srinagar, cracking down on unhygienic practices among street
vendors and eateries. Notably, this move comes after Rising Kashmir published an article on
February 8, highlighting growing concerns over food safety standards in the city.
In response, the Drug and Food Control Organisation has launched a series of rigorous
inspections, targeting roadside food stalls and businesses selling ready-to-eat meals to enforce
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hygiene and safety regulations.
On February 12, a team led by Assistant Commissioner Food Safety Srinagar, Yameen ul Nabi,
along with other food safety officials, conducted surprise inspections in Batamaloo, Tangpora,
and Mominabad. The inspections focused on enforcing cleanliness standards and proper
waste disposal to prevent food contamination. Vendors were also provided guidance on
maintaining a hygienic food preparation environment.
As part of these checks, food samples were collected from various stalls for testing, and
multiple violations were recorded. Consequently, three cases were filed under Section 56 of
the Food Safety and Standards (FSS) Act for serious hygiene lapses.
The crackdown continued on February 13, when food safety officials carried out another
round of inspections in Khayam. During these checks, authorities discovered that some
vendors were using artificial food colors in biryani. The contaminated stock was immediately
destroyed, and legal proceedings were initiated against the offenders.
Interestingly, these inspections come amid growing public concern over food safety, especially
after a disturbing video surfaced from Hazratbal a few weeks ago. The footage showed a dead
mouse floating in a tin of cooking oil used by a vendor, sparking widespread outrage. This led
to swift action by both the Food Safety Department and Hazratbal Police, resulting in the
vendor’s stall being dismantled and legal proceedings being initiated.
Local residents have since called for more frequent and rigorous food safety checks. “We want
to feel safe when we eat out, especially in public spaces like markets and street stalls. These
inspections are a welcome move,” said Arshad Ahmed, a resident of Lal Chowk. “Authorities
should maintain pressure on these vendors to ensure such incidents do not happen again.”
Another resident, Riyaz, said, “It’s terrifying to think about the kind of food we might be
consuming. This is a step in the right direction, but continuous monitoring is essential. One
inspection isn’t enough — vendors must be checked regularly.”
Building on these efforts, the Food Safety Department has reaffirmed its commitment to
stricter enforcement. In the 2024-25 fiscal year, the department conducted 1,454 inspections,
including 439 focused on high-risk foods. During these inspections, 760 food samples were
collected, 56 of which were found substandard, leading to legal action. Additionally, checks
on 209 street food vendors resulted in fines totaling Rs 1.77 lakh and 20 challans for hygiene
violations.

To enhance compliance, authorities are expanding efforts under the Food Safety Training and
Certification (FOSTAC) initiative, which educates food vendors on best practices. Mobile Food
Testing Vehicles (MFTVs) have also been deployed to conduct on-the-spot quality checks,




ensuring a quicker response to safety concerns.
A senior official from the Food Safety Department, requesting anonymity, said, “The
department is fully committed to ensuring the safety and hygiene of food in Srinagar. Our
inspection drives will continue regularly to uphold the highest standards. We will take strict
actions against violators to safeguard public health and create a safer environment for
everyone.”

As these efforts continue, the public remains hopeful that regular inspections will lead to long-
term improvements in food safety across Srinagar. While this crackdown is a step in the right
direction, ongoing vigilance from authorities, along with cooperation from food vendors, is
essential to ensuring a safer, cleaner food environment for all.
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O HALF TRUTHS
‘State to form spl task force to crack down on adulterated tea’
BY Team MP20 Feb 2025

Alipurduar: The Bengal government has announced a series of measures to address
concerns in North Bengal’s tea industry. After a high-level meeting at Nabanna on
Tuesday, state Labour minister Moloy Ghatak stated that strict action will be taken
against low-quality, adulterated tea and dust tea. A special task force will be formed and
two laboratories will be set up in North Bengal to test the chemical composition of tea
and ensure its safety for consumption. Additionally, the government will closely monitor
adulterated Darjeeling tea from Nepal and dust tea from Assam. Bought-leaf tea
factories will also be under strict surveillance to maintain quality standards.

The meeting was attended by representatives from the Tea Board of India, tea garden
owners’ associations, small tea farmers’ associations and senior state officials,
including the Chief Secretary and top Labour department officials. Industry
stakeholders have largely welcomed the state government’s intervention. Chinmay
Dhar, North Bengal Chairman of the Tea Association of India, stated: “l appreciate the
government’s efforts. For the first time, almost every issue affecting North Bengal’s
tea industry over the past decade was discussed. We are optimistic that more such
meetings will be held in the future, ensuring faster resolutions.”

The tea industry has faced severe financial losses, with auction prices dropping last
year and extreme weather impacting production. Tea Board data shows losses
amounting to thousands of crores, which were discussed in the meeting. The state
government reiterated its policy on land use in tea estates. Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee had previously announced that 30 per cent of uncultivated land in tea
gardens could be used for alternative industries, including tourism. Minister Ghatak
clarified that only land unsuitable for tea cultivation will be considered, ensuring tea
production remains unaffected. Additionally, factories producing low-quality or unfit
tea may face license cancellation. Bijaygopal Chakraborty, president of The




Confederation of Indian Small Tea Growers Associations, called the meeting
productive, stating: “It is evident the government is serious about supporting the tea
industry. We welcome the formation of the task force and new laboratories.”
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10 Srinagar Food Operators Fined for Hygiene Violations Ahead of Ramadan
By KL News Network

SRINAGAR: The Food Safety team of the Drug and Food Control Organisation intensified
inspection drives in Srinagar ahead of Ramadan, fining ten food business operators for failing
to meet hygiene and sanitary standards.

Led by Assistant Commissioner Food Safety Srinagar, Yameen Ul Nabi, and Food Safety Officers
Fayaz Ahmad Bhat and Hakeem Adil Rashid, the team conducted inspections at Parimpora
Market and Fruit Mandi Parimpora. Violators were fined under Section 69 of the Food Safety
and Standards Act.

With the holy month of Ramadan approaching, the department is focusing on ensuring the
quality and safety of essential food items, including dates and dry fruits. Authorities have
urged food businesses to maintain strict hygiene practices and comply with all food safety
regulations to safeguard public health. (KNT)
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34 students fall ill after eating noon meals in Sundargarh, Rayagada

Chanchala Sahu, matron of the school said they initially suspected the girls fainted due to
food poisoning but ruled it out as over 150 others who ate the food didn’t fall ill.

A child vomiting after eating the noon meal and (right) students admitted to the district

headquarters hospital. (Photo | Express)

ROURKELA/BERHAMPUR : About 34 students from two schools in Sundargarh and Rayagada
districts were taken ill after allegedly consuming mid day meal served in their institutions on
Tuesday.

Thirty students of Udusu Primary school in Sundargarh’s Bisra block who fell ill were admitted
to the Bisra Community Health Centre (CHC). While four with symptoms of food poisoning
were kept under observation, others were discharged after treatment. Bisra block education
officer (BEO) Supravat Behera said the situation was under control.

Behera said the MDM is supplied to all the schools of the district by one organisation but
students of Udusu school only fell sick. Samples of food and water have been collected and
sent for test, he informed.




Meanwhile, four Class IX students at the government Sevashram in Rayagada district’s
Rivelkana village also suffered the same sickness after having their daily MDM. According to
sources, the students became unconscious while the classes were underway and were rushed
to the Rayagada district headquarters hospital.

As the news spread, parents of the students gathered in front of the hospital, which led to a
commotion. While some claimed the girls fell ill due to food poisoning, others alleged they
became unconscious due to fear of ghosts.

Chanchala Sahu, matron of the school said they initially suspected the girls fainted due to food
poisoning but ruled it out as over 150 others who ate the food didn’t fall ill. “One of the girls
fainted due to epilepsy and the others became unconscious after seeing her. The doctors also
said the girls fainted due to shock,” she said, adding that the girls were discharged from the
hospital in the evening.
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Elliot’s beach fish samples sent to lab for tests

Feb 19, 2025,

Chennai: Food safety and fisheries department officials on Wednesday evening seized 5kg of
stale and decayed fish during a surprise inspection at Elliot's Beach in Besant Nagar. Samples
of nearly 11 varieties of fish were collected and sent to the lab for further analysis.

On Sunday evening, a couple had complained that they found at least 20 worms in a seer fish
(Vanjiram) they had purchased for 900. They confronted the vendor, which resulted in a tussle.

Based on media reports, a team of food safety officials led by the designated officer (Chennai)
Dr Satheesh Kumar inspected 12 fish stalls between 6.30pm and 8.30pm — the time when
business peaks for the vendors.

They took samples of various fish varieties including Sankara, Vanjiram, white Kilanga, Parai,
Koduva, and llla from various food stalls.

"Food samples were handed over to a NABL-accredited lab for analysis. If the samples are
declared unfit for human consumption, action will be taken," he said.

On Wednesday, fish vendors were asked to get a valid FSSAI licence or registration and ensure
they provide clean fish to the public. Those violating food safety norms were issued notices
under the FSSAI and directed to maintain hygiene. The food safety department will also
organise a FoSTaC (Food Safety Training and Certification) programme for fish vendors,
focusing on food safety and meat hygiene, to increase awareness among vendors.

Routine inspections and strict monitoring will continue, officials said, adding that the
department was committed to ensuring food safety in the city's fish markets.




Food Safety inspections intensified in Sgr to prevent sale of unhealthy, expired stuff

Ahead of Holy month of Ramadhan

February 20, 2025

Cases registered against dozens food business operators

Srinagar, Feb 19: Ahead of the holy month of Ramadhan, the Food Safety team of the Drug
and Food Control Organisation, on the directions of the Deputy Commissioner (DC) Srinagar,
Dr. Bilal Mohi-Ud-Din Bhat intensified the drives across the Srinagar to check the sanitary
and hygiene conditions of roadside vendors and food business operators dealing with
prepared food.

The inspection drives are being conducted to ensure the quality of food, especially dates,
dry fruits, ready to eat food items etc as per the guideline of the Food Safety and Standards
Act.




The Food Safety team headed by Assistant Commissioner Food Safety Srinagar Yameen Ul
Nabi along with Food safety Officers Fayaz Ahmad Bhat and Hakeem Adil Rashid conducted
inspections at Parimpora Market and Fruit Mandi Parimpora. The team found 10 food
business operators violating sanitary and hygiene standards and were fined under Section
69.

Meanwhile, the team also conducted an evening inspection at various locations in Srinagar,
including Jehangir Chowk, Amirakadal, HSHS, Lal Chowk and other areas. To check the
sanitary and hygiene conditions of roadside vendors and food business operators dealing
with prepared food. During the evening inspection drive as many as 8 Food Business
Operators (FBOs) were compounded and two insanitary challans were submitted to the
Adjudicating Office in Srinagar. On the occasion, Street vendors were informed about food
safety rules and regulations, and the importance of maintaining high standards of sanitary
and hygiene conditions in their stalls. Vendors were warned against using artificial colors in
prepared food and instructed to protect food from environmental hazards.

Moreover, the Deputy Commissioner Srinagar has asked the Food Safety team to further
intensify the inspections across the City to monitor the food items in the market to prevent
the sale of unhealthy and expired food stuff. He also urged the food business operators to
self-comply with the rules and regulations laid under the Food Safety and Standards Act.
Failure to comply may lead to strict actions, including closure of their business. In the
meantime, the Food Safety Department has also appealed the consumers can contact the
Drug and Food Control Organization or report their concerns on the toll-free number 104.
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Fruits, unbranded drinks come under food safety lens

Meanwhile, it is essential for consumers to be aware and priorit'ise their health and safety.
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COIMBATORE: With summer approaching, several locally-prepared soft drinks are flooding the
market, The food safety department has planned to conduct periodic inspection for sale of
unapproved soft drinks, pathaneer ( palm neera) and fruit drinks. They also plan to raise
awareness about the risks associated with consuming unapproved food items which could be
adulterated.

K Tamilselvan, designated food safety officer for the district said, “There are serious concerns
about quality of locally-made soft drinks. Without proper testing and regulation, there’s a risk
of contamination, adulteration or other safety issues. We monitor soft drinks manufacturing
to meet certain standards of quality and safety. By bypassing this process, locally-made soft
drink brands are putting consumers at risk. The sale of fake or unauthorised soft drinks will
peak in summer, so we will be conducting surprise raids.”




He added, “We learnt that locally-produced soft drinks are available even at petty shops, with
prices starting at Rs 5. A year ago, we busted an illegal manufacturing unit in the city. Similarly,
we are working to identify other illegal manufacturing units. Meanwhile, it is essential for
consumers to be aware and prioritise their health and safety. When choosing a soft drink,
customers should look for brands that are approved by the food safety department.”

Along with soft drinks, the food safety department is planning to inspect quality of other items
which are commonly consumed by the public during summers such as watermelon, fruit juices
and palm water. “We received information that watermelons in the market have been
artificially enhanced with colours and sweeteners. Moreover, another popular summer drink,
palm water sourced from palm trees has also become a cause for concern as it is alleged that
some people add artificial flavours, preservatives, water and sweeteners. Although we tested
palm water samples from three different locations in the city last year, no adulteration was
found. We have planned to do the same this year,” Tamilselvan added.

Additionally, the department will hold inspections at shops selling fruits, fruit juices and ice
manufacturing units. Tamilselvan said they have already started monitoring manufacturing
units and will commence inspection soon.




TOI

4 jailed for 7 yrs for adulterating illicit liquor with urea

Keshav Agarwal / Feb 20, 2025

Pilibhit: A local court in Pilibhit sentenced four men to seven years in jail for distilling illicit
liquor and adulterating it with urea to increase its potency in 2008. The court of additional
district and sessions judge Shweta Dixit also imposed a fine of Rs 10,000 on each convict on
Wednesday.

On Oct 17, 2008, a police team led by the then sub-inspector Ram Kishor Sharma raided an
illegal distillation site in a forest near Rahpur village under Deuria Kotwali police station area.
The team seized 400 litres of distilled liquor, a large quantity of fermented raw liquid, urea for
adulteration, and distillation equipment. Two of the four convicts, Gurwant Singh, 59, and
Surendra Pandit, 52, were arrested at the site, while Satnam Singh, 60, Sampurn Singh, 50,
and Munis Khan managed to escape but were later arrested.

The next day, an FIR was registered against the five accused under section 60(2) of the Excise
Act, IPC section 272 (adulteration of food or drink meant for sale), and the Gangster Act.

Additional district govt counsel Amit Kumar Shukla said the police initially charged five people,
including Munis Khan, who was later acquitted due to a lack of evidence. Based on witness
statements, evidence presented in court, and arguments from both sides, the court
pronounced a guilty verdict against the four, Shukla said.
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FSD Ang Conducts Intensive Market Inspection
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Anantnag : Food Safety Department Anantnag conducted an extensive market inspection
across various locations in the district Anantnag to assess the adherence of Food Business
Operators (FBOs), particularly roadside vendors, to the provisions of Schedule-IV of the Food
Safety and Standards Act (FSSA), 2006.

During the inspection, several violations of food safety standards were identified,
particularly poor hygiene and sanitation practices. Vendors were found using improper
waste disposal systems, utilizing printed paper as food wrapping material, and employing
non-food-grade plastic materials for packaging. These practices pose a significant risk to
consumer health and safety.

As a result of the findings, five petty FBOs have been recommended for compounding under
Section 69 of the Food Safety and Standards Act, 2006. In addition, the Food Safety Officers
(FSOs) procured a total of 10 samples during the drive—four enforcement and six
surveillance samples—for detailed laboratory analysis.

The department also made use of its Mobile Food Testing Van to conduct on-the-spot testing
of various food ite The mobile unit also served as an educational tool, informing vendors and
the public about the harmful effects of reusing cooking oil and the importance of




maintaining food safety standards, particularly in relation to RUCO (Reused Cooking Qil).
The Food Safety team issued strong warnings to Food Business Operators, stressing the
importance of adhering to good manufacturing and hygienic practices. Authorities have
made it clear that those found in violation of the Food Safety and Standards Act, 2006, will
face strict legal action.

The Food Safety Department remains committed to ensuring public health and safety by
monitoring food quality and educating local vendors about maintaining proper food safety
standards.
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Plastic sheets in idli preparation: A health hazard with toxic chemicals; 24 Karnataka
eateries in the soup

Feb 21, 2025

Health safety officials in Bengaluru are inspecting eateries to prevent the use of plastic sheets
in idli preparation due to health risks. 24 notices have been issued, and many establishments
are switching to banana leaves, cloth, or non-stick moulds as alternatives.

BENGALURU: Health safety officials are cracking down on food outlets using plastic sheets in the

preparation of idlis. As many as 254 eateries have been inspected across the state and 24 issued notices.

The crackdown comes in the wake of the commissionerate of food safety and drug administration ordering
inspections of hotels, restaurants, and street vendors across Karnataka. An order in this regard was issued on
Feb 14, 2025, following complaints from the public.

Eating foods cooked with plastic subjected to very high temperatures might cause harm to one’s health.
Hoteliers in the city, meanwhile, said while some in the sector may be using plastic sheets, a majority opts for
white cotton cloth, banana leaves, or non-stick moulds.

Karthik B Shetty, founder of Idly Guru, which provides batter and equipment to 50 food trucks and food
outlets, including quick-service restaurants across Bengaluru, said paper with a thin layer of plastic laminating




it was used in establishments in the past to cut costs and effort in cleaning the cloth traditionally used
between the batter and mould. Cloth usually has to be washed and dipped in water with each use, while
paper rolls were a shortcut. These were also a cheaper alternative to butter paper. The large-scale production
of idlis evolved from banana leaves to cloth, paper roll, and now largely, non-stick moulds.

Bruhat Bangalore Hotel Association (BBHA) president Subramanya Holla S told TOI: "While some small hotels
may be using plastic sheets, 90% of city hotels have stopped using them as far as | know. And a lot of them
are going in for the widely available non-stick moulds."

"A lot of people are using cloth now, the traditional way. Plastic sheets were opted for in the past as they were
easier to maintain compared to cloth, which needed to be cleaned and dried. Plastic became a convenient
option with labour attrition too," he pointed out, considering it a bygone trend. "In sync with FSSAI (Food
Safety and Standards Authority of India) standards, we have reminded members to forgo plastic."

Krishna Raj, proprietor of Hotel Nisarga Grand on Nrupathunga Road, said, "Plastic was used earlier, but
people have switched to the healthier option of banana leaves. We use banana leaves for tatte idlis and cotton
cloth for smaller idlis — these cloths are washed thoroughly and then reused. We use the cloth just for idlis."

Vasant Kumar of Chalukya Samrat said, "We use steel cutlery and steel moulds, which are covered with a neat
white cloth that is wet before putting idli batter. We have several cloth pieces that are washed, dry-cleaned,
and used; we use 18-20 per day, with about 800 idlis being churned out on a weekday."

Using plastic sheets to cook idlis can be harmful due to the release of toxic chemicals when plastic is exposed
to high temperatures.

As plastic is not designed for cooking, the heat can cause it to break down and leach harmful substances, such
as bisphenol A (BPA) and phthalates, into the food.

These chemicals are known to disrupt hormonal balances and may lead to long-term health issues, including
reproductive problems, developmental disorders, and increased risks of certain cancers.

When food is cooked in direct contact with plastic sheets, the potential for these harmful substances to enter
the food increases, posing serious risks to consumer health.
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Uttar Pradesh Deploys Mobile Labs for Food Safety Inspections at Maha Kumbh Mela
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In a bid to ensure the safety and hygiene of food served at the Maha Kumbh Mela, the Uttar
Pradesh government has introduced mobile laboratories for on-the-spot food testing.

These ‘Food Safety on Wheels’ units are being deployed to conduct regular checks at eateries,
including hotels, dhabas, and small stalls, to prevent the distribution of spoiled or adulterated
food to the millions of pilgrims attending the event.

Assistant Food Commissioner Sushil Kumar Singh highlighted the importance of these mobile
units, emphasizing that they allow quick testing and response to food safety complaints. The
inspections aim to safeguard the well-being of the millions of devotees gathering for the

spiritual event.

Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath’s government is actively overseeing the cleanliness and quality
of food at the event, with food safety officers stationed across five zones and 25 sectors of the
fair. The monitoring is being coordinated from a central office in Sector 24, ensuring prompt
action on food safety issues.

The government anticipates up to 45 crore pilgrims and visitors will attend the Maha Kumbh
Mela over the course of the event, which will run until February 26, making it one of the
largest spiritual gatherings in the world.
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Maha Kumbh 2025: UP Government Launches Mobile Labs For Food Quality Checks

The Uttar Pradesh government estimates a footfall of 40 to 45 crore pilgrims and visitors
over the next six weeks, until February 26.

Maha Kumbh 2025 is taking place in Prayagraj, Uttar Pradesh.

The Maha Kumbh Mela 2025, one of the world's largest religious gatherings, commenced in
Prayagraj after a rare celestial alignment, occurring after 144 years. Known for its immense
spiritual significance, the event has attracted millions of pilgrims from across the globe. With
such a massive influx, ensuring public health and food safety has become a top priority for

the government.

To address these concerns, the Uttar Pradesh government on Wednesday announced the
deployment of mobile laboratories to inspect food quality at eateries within the Maha
Kumbh Mela area. The initiative aims to uphold hygiene and safety standards.




Assistant Food Commissioner (Grade 2) Sushil Kumar Singh highlighted the role of 'Food
Safety on Wheels' in preventing the distribution of adulterated or spoiled food to pilgrims.

"These mobile labs conduct instant testing of food and beverages. Regular checks are
performed at hotels, dhabas, and stalls, and food safety complaints are promptly addressed
to ensure immediate action," Singh said.

The Uttar Pradesh government, under Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath's leadership, said
efforts are being made to ensure clean and safe food for the millions attending the fair.

"The fair is divided into five zones and 25 sectors, with food safety officers in each sector
monitoring hygiene and safety standards," the government stated.

"All food safety operations are coordinated from the central office on Sankat Mochan Marg
in Sector 24, which oversees monitoring and team deployments across the fair," it added.

While food safety officers manage each sector, chief officers supervise operations across
every five sectors, the government said. Up to 14 sectors in the Jhunsi area are being closely
monitored, it noted.

On January 13, the first day of the Maha Kumbh, around 1.75 crore devotees gathered at the
Triveni Sangam. The number doubled to 3.5 crore on the second day, coinciding with Makar
Sankranti. The Uttar Pradesh government anticipates a footfall of 40-45 crore pilgrims and
visitors over the next six weeks, concluding on February 26.
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Food Safety and Drug Administration in Karnataka found fried green peas samples to be

unsafe

Following announcement of a ban on plastic sheet usage in preparing idlis, state health
department issued notices to 52 eateries found using them across the state

Bengaluru: The Food Safety and Drug Administration in Karnataka, has found 26 out of 31 samples of
fried green peas to be unsafe after testing them for artificial colours.

A total of 106 samples of green peas were collected; other results are awaited. This is a part of their
ongoing drives to test food safety and quality across the state, as announced by the state health
minister Dinesh Gundu Rao on Friday.

"Banned colouring agents such as sunset yellow, tetrazine have been found in them. These are
banned and likely carcinogenic and should not be used at all. This is causing some concern for us," he
said.




Following the announcement of a ban on plastic sheet usage in preparing idlis on Thursday, the state
health department issued notices to 52 eateries found using them across the state, after inspecting
nearly 681 food establishments. Twelve of these are in Bengaluru Urban district and eight of which
are in BBMP limits.

The FDA has also found that the usage of artificial colours in cakes has reduced. Last August, 295 cake
samples were collected and analysed and 12 samples (4.06%) were found unsafe. They did a special
drive following up on the use of artificial and unsafe colours in January and found only seven out of
603 cake samples across the state to be unsafe, said the minister.

Water samples being analysedThe department is also analysing 288 water samples from drinking
water bottles as part of a special campaign launched in February.As part of their routine inspections,
the FDA has collected and analysed 3,608 food samples in January and 2,543 samples in February. Of
these, the administration has declared a total of 34 samples "unsafe" and 33 samples "poor quality".
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FSSAI orders probe into use of plastic sheets for idli steaming in Karnataka restaurants

"The use of low-quality or non-food-grade plastics in food preparation, particularly under high
temperatures, poses a serious health risk," FSSAI CEO G Kamala Vardhana Rao said.

The Food Safety and Standards Authority of India (FSSAI) has directed Karnataka's State Food
Safety Department to investigate reports of plastic sheets being used in the steaming process
of idlis in some local restaurants.

The move comes in response to concerns over food safety and hygiene, with the FSSAI urging
swift action against any establishments found violating regulations.

The State Food Safety Department has been directed to take immediate necessary action on
the issue and implement strict measures against Food Business Operators (FBOs) or hotels
found using plastic in food preparation, the FSSAI said in a statement.

FSSAI, which is closely monitoring the situation, further said the practice of using plastic sheets
raises significant food safety concerns due to the potential leaching of harmful chemicals from
plastic into the food.

"The use of low-quality or non-food-grade plastics in food preparation, particularly under high
temperatures, poses a serious health risk," FSSAI CEO G Kamala Vardhana Rao said.




These low-grade plastics can release toxic substances such as bisphenol A (BPA), phthalates,
and other chemicals when exposed to high heat and can leach into food items, potentially
causing adverse health effects, he said.

FSSAIl is working closely with the state food safety officials to investigate the matter
thoroughly and ensure that stringent actions are taken against those who violate food safety
regulations.

FSSAl emphasises that the use of food-grade materials and hygienic practices are crucial in
food preparation. The process of steaming idlis should be done as per convention or
approved food-grade materials that do not pose a risk of chemical contamination.
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Plastic Sheets for Idli Steaming? Food Regulator Orders Probe

The move comes in response to concerns over food safety and hygiene in Karnataka. Swift

action may be taken against establishments found violating norms.

The Food Safety and Standards Authority of India has directed Karnataka's State Food Safety
Department to investigate reports of plastic sheets being used in the steaming process of idlis
in some local restaurants.

The move comes in response to concerns over food safety and hygiene, with the FSSAI urging
swift action against any establishments found violating regulations.

The State Food Safety Department has been directed to take immediate necessary action on
the issue and implement strict measures against Food Business Operators or hotels found
using plastic in food preparation, the FSSAI said in a statement.




FSSAI, which is closely monitoring the situation, further said the practice of using plastic sheets
raises significant food safety concerns due to the potential leaching of harmful chemicals from
plastic into the food.

"The use of low-quality or non-food-grade plastics in food preparation, particularly under high
temperatures, poses a serious health risk," FSSAI CEO G Kamala Vardhana Rao said.

These low-grade plastics can release toxic substances such as bisphenol A, phthalates, and other
chemicals when exposed to high heat and can leach into food items, potentially causing adverse
health effects, he said.

FSSAIl is working closely with the state food safety officials to investigate the matter thoroughly and
ensure that stringent actions are taken against those who violate food safety regulations.

FSSAI emphasises that the use of food-grade materials and hygienic practices are crucial in food
preparation. The process of steaming idlis should be done as per convention or approved food-grade
materials that do not pose a risk of chemical contamination.
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FSSAI orders probe into use of plastic sheets for idli steaming in Karnataka restaurants

New Delhi: The Food Safety and Standards Authority of India (FSSAI) has directed Karnataka’s
State Food Safety Department to investigate reports of plastic sheets being used in the
steaming process of idlis in some local restaurants.

The move comes in response to concerns over food safety and hygiene, with the FSSAI urging
swift action against any establishments found violating regulations

The State Food Safety Department has been directed to take immediate necessary action on
the issue and implement strict ieasures against Food Business Operators (FBs) or hotels found
using plastic in food preparation, the FSSAI said in a statement.

FSSAI, which is closely monitoring the situation, further said the practice of using plastic sheets
raises significant food safety concerns due to the potential leaching of harmful chemicals from




plastic into the food,

The use of low-quality or non-food-grade plastics in food preparation, particularly under high
temperatures, poses a serious

These low-grade plastics can release toxic substances such as bisphenol A (BPA), phthalates,
and other chemicals when exposed to high heat and can leach into food items, potentially
causing adverse health effects, he said.

FSSAl is working closely with the state food safety officials to investigate the matter thoroughly
and ensure that stringent actions are taken against those who violate food safety regulations.

FSSAI emphasises that the use of food-grade materials and hygienic practices are crucial in
food preparation The process of steaming idlis should be done as per convention or approved
food- grade materials that do not pose a risk of chemical contamination.
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